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ucked away in the calm

naighbourhood of Sector

i7 s Harmony House, a
Non-Guvernmental Organ-
isation (NGO) that helps uan-
derprivileged women and
children from the nearby
siums. Started bv a couple,
Lucy Bruce from Britain
and Gaurav Sinha from In-
dia, Harmony House serves
as a community centre that
provides education, food and
shelter to over 200 children.
Housed In two bungalows,
the Centre delivers educa-
tlon in a safe, fun and loving
environment. The bungalow
hoises classrooms for different
age groups. an activity room
that is used by all, two Kitchens,
a dining room, two libraries,
a computer lab and a medical
room. Stocked with bright-co-
loured furniture. white boards,
colourful books, arts and crafts
stimulating games
and toys and mp‘u’?il pusters, the
Centre looks like an exciting and
maoativating space to learn. “We
want ta improve the lives of
children at a physical, emo-
tiopal and intellectual level.
Thuas we provide them op
portunities to play with toys,
build houses, paint pletares,
watch cartonns on TV and
take part in other activities
ke the ‘normal’ children. We
hope these would be enrich-
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ing and memorable experi-
ences for them,"” savs Meghna
Eidnani, Manager, Harmony
House.

The NGO provides children
with a well-rounded education.
Subiects such as Hindi, English,
Mathematies, Sclence, Music,
Arts and Crafts and Cooking are
taught to the children at both the
primary and secondary level. “I
think what these children need
the most is an awareness aboul
nutrition, hygiene and maoral
values, to help them cope bet-
ter in their home environment,”
savs Mrs. Jain, a teacher. The
NGO encourages children (o go
ro ‘nnormal’ schools as well, be-
cause it ean't lssue any school
coertificates to the children. For
the older children., the NGO
runs vocational classes, in ordar
to make it easier for them to get
a job In future The NGO Is fo-
cusing on voga, stitching and
heantician courses. “The ah-
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jective 1s to train these kKids such
that, by the time they are 18 they
have enough training and axpe.
rlence and can get respectable
jobs | says Meghna Breakfast,
funch and evening snacks are

the
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provided to the children Inter
estingly, the NGO depends sole.
ly on donations in Kind to help
the children and womenh.

After facing criticism from
her family for spending seven
hours in school, Padmint, 12, lefl
her school last vear. "My father

sald that | could earn Rs. 100
a day if 1didn't go to school. He
- made me quit the school But
my mother wanted me to study,
and so she now sends me to Har
mony House in the evenings, al-
ter work " smiles Padmini. Har
mony House has been succossful
in spreading awareness aboul
importance of children's
education among the mothers
That Is why women from the
nearby slums are helping their
children to study.
are invited to participate in
the dally events at Harmony
House. We noticed that moth-
ers do not want to leave thelr
small kids alone at home, or
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atre forced (o make their older
children stav home and take
care of their vounger sib
lings. So we invite toddlers.,
children and women the
whaole famlly - to spend tlne
together at Harmonv House,
While children can learn in
the classrooms, their moth
¢rs cun earn by helplog with-
in the mcility,” savs Meghna,
The NGO provides vegetahles,
stationary and totleiries to
the women. It is also develop
INg & programme [or women,
to help them learn new sKills,
see a doctor and get social
and welfare advice Irom ex
perts. For mothers-to-be, the
NGO arranges pre-natal and
post-natal camps, where doc-
tors provide pregnant women |
with health and hvgiene re ;-
lated Information.

Harmony House Is working
hard to enroll thelr students
in colleges or gel them work
placements. as soon as they
turnif. The NGO would like lo
seee s chilldren achieve thedr
dreams, and is \\:urklnﬂ Or how
best it ean help Golng forward,
a new Centre has come up in
the last vear - the NGO plans
to increase the number of
children. Though founders
Lucy and Gaurav hve in Dubal,
they frequently visit Harmony
House Resides Gaurav’s
mother and brother are actively
invaolved 1o the dav fo<dad
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