Rescued from India’s slums
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Fundraiser’s
goal is to
scale Mount
Kilimanjaro
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DUBAI /I Last month Harmony
House launched its second site,
Jjust a [ew metres away (rom the
first, to look after 200 more chil
dren. But the shelter needs {i-
nancial support (o continue jts

Manav Fernandez, an Indian
expatriate in Dubal, hopes to
help. The father of two is on a
Dh100,000 fundraising mission
to climb Mount Kilimanjaro in
Scptember.

Originally from Delhl, Mr Fern-
andex believes it is often easy for
expatriates living a comfortable
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Gift of harmony to young lives

his eldest san, Nirvana, to raise
funds. Two years ago, Nirvana
made the climb to raise funds for
the first shelrer

*It’s very [mportant for each
and every individual, especially
those of us who are privileged,
healthy and have good jobs, to

understand that there are a lot of
T S P e SF 1 has bee or friends, train them what t Ms B h he Em mln;.pmphm e
o na, Now seven, oW n 50 we - 0 rece, who won the Irates “MrFemandex said.
Shelter for ndﬂrpnﬂleged Indian children swdvine playing and catingbeabhy  do id these situations,” Ms Broce  Woman Award in the homanitarian His biggest fear is not the nearly
T N S T T L R T LT —= lhﬂtﬁ ﬁ::-'tt:plx;rajuu.m s ﬁ;:l;tm;mﬂmdm‘:;m kDo :i:;uxqu{nl%hﬂmimm Harmany 6,000-metre climb, which will
. . ucy Bruce, from at (Ime, SO 2010, runs the Home cansume etght howrs a dav for six
Openin ‘?f Harmony House in th‘? slums of hoshand, GauravSinha, from Delhl,  we talk about what is or isnt accept  Grown Children's Eco Nursery In~ days, but that the initiative will
New Delhi by a cou le from Dubai transforms sctup theirown charwyafter frustrar  able” Dubal, where a portion of the fees are ot find its momenmum.
lhE li’H’E‘S ﬂf hundr 5 ﬂf . fEﬂ"l“iE‘S in;m-ﬁhuhuupnu_ The shelter looks after children given fo the shelter. “Tt would be a shame.” he said
pOOo ~Hons. from wix months old 1o 16. Many M Pandey's life has transformed “There's a kot af wealth in the cry,
o s e = *Aflter iovestigating what would come from large Gmilies with par-  since her daughter entered the shel you just have to go out one night
Manal bsmald gnd puat her down on the floorand teflme  be the bext option the only thingwe  ems who cannot look after them be-  ter. She the time totrainas a toa restaurant and see hose
Sorysiaps Exatischarys they don'T like it when my daughter  came up with s fwe did something  cause of wark, (lIness or substance securiry guard and has had a sready aple literally throw money
Sl comes along with me " Mrs Pandey  cursches wherr we kpew thet evers- abose. This often leaves children as job fora month, workipg at @ hotel | ﬁ.m T L |
GURGAON, INDIA |/ Kalpara Pandey  says. “Where could | have left such a that was beng pledged was go-  younyg as seven with the responsibil-  and carning 5,000 rupees 3 mionth Although Mr Fernandez, an op-
was thrown oot alher ancastral bome  small chald™ L:!i trectly to the cause ® Ms Aroce  yof canng fortheinyoungersiblings, - almaost three times ber previous crations direcior, is to be
in Luckpow in northern Indid after  With po money (0 pay the fees fora one of the main reasons (he shelter  salare Alna dreams of being a nurse living with the safery EeTu-
a confrontation with her fatherin-  private school and po government Az first, Ha House had [ow  provides a oursery. when she prows up. rity Lhe UAEL provides, be sabd thar
L With lenited education -sheleft  schools within walking distance, takers: children wha live on the  With oo corporate sponsors, Har “Before | worried about where my everyone needs a realiry check
schood at 13 - Mo Pandey struggied therewere [ew cptions. sfreets 2re wed o thdr freedom. mosomy Hiourse relies solelyon personal - next meal would come from,* M now and then v
to mazhe ends Meel. Finally, semeone poinled M Pao- So Ms Broce went into the slums of  donaions, which come mostly from - Pandey sakd. “Now, with the help of ~Of course as a parent we abways
She camed 1,500 rupeaa (DhS0)a  deyto Hoase, a day shel- fmpn.ﬂhm‘ wothwest  the UAE and the UK. The adsting fa  Harmony House, [ am able (o live a want the best for our children,”
roantly ' s bomes, but  ter founded by an expatriate ol New Delhid, endoorsand  cility costs between Dh3O,000 and life of di I can feed f, he said. *But il'uhn[ml-mu:'n
g L boczuse  from Dubai that has ranslormed the to parens how theirchik  Dh{Q,000 wo operate cach month.  partmy Mwmm for them to touch base with real
e to Leke her daughter Alna, lnn:i&m:dhmﬂ:u:ﬂhdm dren beneti Fands that can't be met through  grow (nto a decent person.” ity and understand that they are
hyen Brve, [0 work more than 100 undsrprivileged © Things pickedup, and the  domations are partislly covered by special and this is not normal
“1f she saf on a chair, people would  dren since 2010 shelier [s pow at full ¢ with  the couple's Dubai-based bianding ™ P mismad @thenational ae “These underprivileged kids
250 children and more than 600 on  sgency, lnsignia ~ really need help and we peed the
the waliing lisc It is rrying to col- rt lo keep this going,” he
lect funds to capand its second site, sald. “A small amount from ouar

which will accommuodate anather
200 children.
in addirion o providing children

wages overy month docsn han
anyone, bat that money, when
bt rranslates wo these children,

- with nourishment and 2 safe, secure makes a mascive difference.”
| place, the shefrer works with local > ;
private schools (0 sef Up an academ e mismailan henational as
- curmcukom v 2
are available for odder children,
"Many of the children who came = h h I
to us three years 290 couldn idenr
tifya or coun! noumbers.” Ll ﬁ‘f nw tn - p
Broce mid “And thar's [serallya D or dongte moreey Wk
T who disley have Uhat Lird Il.nw-ﬁn::n
of basic education had mo any drvercrrert of Farmory
bithons  baxt pow U voo a3k ey child House \ wecond sheT e ot
dn Harmooy Howse wha theywant 1o e AT by O L e
do, (hery all know (Rere wit goubs tha harmany hosseryia oy
. can be achicaed and 1oy Tr work ing
hard to achlese them ” T
The sbhrlier also offers selfdefence 'mm:mm
councs and counselling to edocate Facebooh aManavfeman.
s about sexual ssssult of tbaose - . dez and hripe //erww lace-
*A kot of girks have suffered. unforto : : book com/walithirway a

natehy, af the hands of thetr lamalees

tu-rl'ﬂlhrlm-hﬁl-l.;mﬂ-l Entertacsn | The hgeored

- .y -

L o o R =~

T e ST
el

L el "

T Y S T et — 7
44 i Pl Eﬁi._.’ﬁt.'-"- st |

Father’s gratitude for daughters’ education
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